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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend claims 1, 26, 51-52, 63, 96, 98, and 103 as indicated below, wherein deleted 
material is shown by strikethrough (or double brackets) and added material is underlined. In 
addition, please amend claims 1, 26, 51-52, 63, 96, 98, and 103 and cancel claims 15, 24, 38, 46, 
60, 65-79, and 82. A complete listing of claims pending in the application following entry of this 
Amendment are presented as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An article of footwear having an upper and a sole structure secured to 
the upper, the sole structure comprising; 

a bladder formed of a barrier material, the bladder enclosing a fluid capable of exerting 

an outward force upon the barrier material; and 
a reinforcing structure at least partially recessed into the barrier material and bonded to 
the barrier material, at least a portion of the reinforcing structure being placed in 
tension by the outward force upon the barrier material* 
wherein each of the bladder and reinforcin g structure form a portion of an exterior surface of the 
footwear, and the bladder and the reinforcing structure are substantially co^pknar at an interface 
on the exterior surface between the bladder and t he reinfo rcing structure . 

2. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 1, wherein the bladder includes a first 
surface, an opposite second surface, and a sidewall extending between the first surface and the 
second surface. 

3. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 2, wherein a plurality of interior bonds join 
the first surface with the second surface, the interior bonds being spaced inward from the 
sidewalL 

4. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 2, wherein the reinforcing structure has a 
first portion, a second portion, and a plurality of connecting portions extending between the first 
portion and the second portion. 
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5. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 4, wherein the first portion is secured to 
the bladder at an interface between the first surface and the sidewall, and the second portion is 
secured to the bladder at an interface between the second surface and the sidewall. 

6. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 4, wherein the connecting portions are at 
least partially recessed into the sidewall and bonded to the sidewall. 

7. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 6, wherein the fluid is pressurized so as to 
exert the outward force and the connecting portions are placed in tension by the outward force 
upon the barrier material. 

8. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 6, wherein the fluid is pressurized so as to 
exert the outward force and the connecting portions restrain distension of the sidewall due to the 
outward force upon the barrier material 

9. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 5, wherein the first portion extends along a 
lateral side of the bladder, around a heel region of the bladder, and along a medial side of the 
bladder. 

10. (Withdrawn) The article of footwear recited in claim 9, wherein at least one bridge member 
extends laterally across the bladder and connects opposite sides of at least one of the first portion 
and the second portion. 

1 1 . (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 4, wherein at least one of the connecting 
portions is inclined. 

12. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 4, wherein a space between two adjacent 
connecting portions is positioned in a rear-lateral region of the sole structure. 

13. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 1, wherein a material forming the 
reinforcing structure has a greater modulus of elasticity than a material forming the bladder. 
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14. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 1, wherein the bladder and reinforcing 
structure are secured directly to the upper. 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Withdrawn) The article of footwear recited in claim 1, wherein extensions of the 
reinforcing structure extend outward from the bladder and are secured to the upper. 

17. (Withdrawn) The article of footwear recited in claim 1, wherein the bladder includes a first 
chamber and a separate second chamber with different pressures. 

18. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 1, wherein an upper surface of the sole 
structure forms a ridge that defines a lasting surface, and the upper is secured to the sole structure 
in an area defined by the lasting surface, 

19. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 18, wherein the reinforcing structure 
forms the ridge. 

20. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 18* wherein the upper is secured to both 
the bladder and the reinforcing structure. 

21. (Withdrawn) The article of footwear recited in claim 1, wherein a heel counter extends 
upward from the reinforcing structure. 

22. (Withdrawn) The article of footwear recited in claim 1, wherein a plurality of extensions 
extend upward from the reinforcing structure, 

23. (Withdrawn) The article of footwear recited in claim 22, wherein at least one of the 
extensions extend over an instep area of the footwear and form lace loops for receiving a lace. 



4 

PAGE 6/27 * RCVD AT 3/8/2006 7:15:28 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-3/1 * DN1S:2738300 * CSID:5034256801 1 DURATION (mm-ss):08-06 



03/08/2006 16:16 FAX 5034256801 



Banner & Witcoff Ltd 



© 007/027 



24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 1, wherein the bladder and the reinforcing 
structure form a beveled area in a rear lateral area of the sole structure. 

26. (Currently Amended) An article of footwear having an upper and a sole structure secured to 
the upper, the sole structure comprising: 

a bladder extending from a lateral side to a medial side of the sole structure and through a 
substantial portion of a longitudinal length of the sole structure, the bladder being 
formed of a barrier material and having a first surface, an opposite second surface, 
and a sidewall extending between the first surface and the second surface, and the 
bladder enclosing a fluid that exerts an outward force upon the barrier material; 
and 

a reinforcing structure having a first portion, a second portion, and a plurality of 
connecting portions, the first portion being secured to the bladder at an interface 
between the first surface and the sidewall, the second portion being secured to the 
bladder at an interface between the second surface and the sidewall, and the 
connecting portions extending between the first portion and the second portion, 
the connecting portions being at least partially recessed into the sidewall and 
bonded to the sidewall, at least one of the connecting portions being placed in 
tension by the outward force upon the barrier material, 
wherein each of the sidewall and connecting portions form a portion of an exterior surface of the 
footwear. »nH the a fdewall and the conn ecting por tions are substantially co-planar at an interface 
between the sidewall an<\ th<> connecting portions on the exterior surface . 

27. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 26, wherein a material forming the 
reinforcing structure has a greater modulus of elasticity than a material forming the bladder. 

28. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 27, wherein the connecting portions 
restrain distension of the sidewall due to the outward force upon the barrier material 
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29. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 26, wherein at least one of the connecting 
portions is inclined. 

30. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 26, wherein a space between two adjacent 
connecting portions is positioned in a rear-lateral region of the sole structure. 

31. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 26, wherein the first portion has a 
generally u-shaped configuration that extends along a lateral side of the bladder, around a heel 
region of the bladder, and along a medial side of the bladder* 

32. (Withdrawn) The article of footwear recited in claim 31, wherein at least one bridge 
member extends laterally across the bladder and connects opposite sides of at least one of the 
first portion and the second portion. 

33. (Withdrawn) The article of footwear recited in claim 31, wherein extensions of the 
reinforcing structure extend outward from the bladder and are secured to the upper. 

34. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 26, wherein a plurality of interior bonds 
join the first surface with the second surface, the interior bonds being spaced inward from the 
sidewalL 

35. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 26, wherein at least one flexion 
indentation is formed in the second surface, and a space that includes the fluid extends between 
the indentation and the first surface, 

36. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 35, wherein at least one interior bond 
joins the first surface with the indentation, the at least one interior bond being spaced inward 
from the sidewalL 

37. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 26, wherein the bladder and reinforcing 
structure are secured directly to the upper. 
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38. (Cancelled) 

39. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 26, wherein the first surface has a 
concave configuration in at least a heel region of the footwear. 

40. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 26, wherein an outsole is secured to the 
second surface. 

41. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 26, wherein the first portion of the 
reinforcing structure forms a ridge that defines a lasting surface for securing the upper to the sole 
structure, 

42. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 41, wherein the upper is secured to both 
the bladder and the reinforcing structure. 

43. (Withdrawn) The article of footwear recited in claim 26, wherein a heel counter extends 
upward from the reinforcing structure. 

44. (Withdrawn) The article of footwear recited in claim 26, wherein a plurality of extensions 
extend upward from the reinforcing structure. 

45. (Withdrawn) The article of footwear recited in claim 44, wherein at least one of the 
extensions extend over an instep area of the footwear and form lace loops for receiving a lace. 

46. (Cancelled) 

47. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 26, wherein the barrier material is a first 
sheet and a second sheet of a thermoplastic material. 
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48. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 47, wherein the first sheet and the second 
sheet are joined together to form a peripheral bond that -is positioned adjacent the second surface, 

49. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 47, wherein the first sheet forms the first 
surface and the sidewall, and the second sheet forms the second surface, the first sheet and the 
second sheet being joined together around a periphery of the bladder to form a peripheral bond. 

50. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 26, wherein the bladder and the 
reinforcing structure form a beveled area in a rear lateral area of the sole structure. 

51. (Currently Amended) An article of footwear having an upper and a sole structure secured to 
the upper, the sole structure comprising: 

a bladder that defines a first surface, an opposite second surface, and a sidewall, the 
bladder enclosing a fluid that exerts an outward force upon the first surface, the 
second surface, and the sidewall; and 

a reinforcing structure extending around at least a portion of the bladder, the reinforcing 
structure bring having a fi rst pnrhVm that iy at least partially recessed into the 
sidewall and bonded to the sidewall, and fee reinforcing structure re stearag 
diotonsion of tho fir s t surface and the oidowall duo to fee outward force, and the 
first portion being at least partially recessed into the first surface and bonded to 
the firgt gurfecft 

wherein the first surface and the first portion of the reinforcing structure define a lasting surface 
feat for dirootly securing the sole structure to the upper, 

52. (Currently Amended) The article of footwear recited in claim 51, wherein the reinforcing 
structure has a plurality of connecting portions extending between [[a]] thg first portion and a 
second portion of the reinforcing member, the connecting portions extending along the sidewall. 

53. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 52, wherein the connecting portions are at 
least partially recessed into the sidewall and bonded to the sidewall. 
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54. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 53, wherein the connecting portions are 
placed in tension by the outward force upon the barrier material. 

55. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 54, wherein at least one of the connecting 
portions is inclined. 

56. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 52 t wherein a space between two adjacent 
connecting portions is positioned in a rear-lateral region of the sole structure. 

57. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 51, wherein a plurality of interior bonds 
join the first surface with the second surface, the interior bonds being spaced inward from the 
sidewall to restrain distension of the first surface and the second surface, 

58. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 51, wherein a material forming the 
reinforcing structure is has a greater modulus of elasticity than a material forming the bladder. 

59. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 5 1 , wherein the bladder and reinforcing 
structure are secured directly to the upper. 

60. (Cancelled) 

61. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 51, wherein at least one flexion 
indentation is formed in the second surface, and a space that includes the fluid extends between 
the indentation and the first surface. 

62. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 61, wherein at least one interior bond 
joins the first surface with the indentation, the at least one interior bond being spaced inward 
from the sidewall. 

63. (Currently Amended) The article of footwear recited in claim [[61]] SL wherein Ihefrst 
portion of the reinforcing structure forms a ridge located on medial and lateral sides of the first 
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surface, a portion of the lasting surface being an i nclined surface of the ridg e> and the lasting 
surface extends between portions of the ridge. 

64. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 63, wherein the ridge extends around a 
heel region of the sole structure. 

65-79. (Cancelled) 

80. (Original) An article of footwear having an upper and a sole structure secured to the upper, 

the sole structure comprising: 

a bladder extending from a lateral side to a medial side of the sole structure and through a 
substantial portion of a longitudinal length of the sole structure, the bladder being 
formed of a barrier material and having a first surface, an opposite second surface, 
and a sidewall extending between the first surface and the second surface, and the 
bladder enclosing a pressurized fluid that exerts an outward force upon the barrier 
material, the barrier material having a first modulus of elasticity; and 
a reinforcing structure having a first portion, a second portion, and a plurality of 
connecting portions, the first portion being secured to the bladder at an interface 
between the first surface and the sidewall, the second portion being secured to the 
bladder at an interface between the second surface and the sidewall, and the 
connecting portions extending between the first portion and the second portion, 
the connecting portions being at least partially recessed into the sidewall and 
bonded to the sidewall, the reinforcing structure being formed of a second 
material having a second modulus of elasticity, the first modulus of elasticity 
being less than the second modulus of elasticity. 

8L (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 80, wherein the bladder and reinforcing 
structure are secured directly to the upper. 

82. (Cancelled) 
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83. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 80, wherein an outsole is secured to the 
second surface. 

84. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 80, wherein at least one of the connecting 
portions is placed in tension by the outward force upon the barrier material. 

85. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 80, wherein the connecting portions 
restrain distension of the sidewall due to the outward force upon the barrier material. 

86. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 80, wherein at least one of the connecting 
portions is inclined. 

87. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 80, wherein a space between two adjacent 
connecting portions is positioned in a rear-lateral region of the sole structure. 

88. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 80, wherein the first portion has a 
generally u-shaped configuration that extends along a lateral side of the bladder, around a heel 
region of the bladder, and along a medial side of the bladder. 

89. (Withdrawn) The article of footwear recited in claim 88, wherein at least one bridge 
member extends laterally across the bladder and connects opposite sides of the first portion. 

90. (Withdrawn) The article of footwear recited in claim 88, wherein extensions of the 
reinforcing structure extend outward from the bladder and are secured to the upper. 

91. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 80, wherein a plurality of interior bonds 
join the first surface with the second surface, the interior bonds being spaced inward from the 
sidewall. 
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92. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 80, wherein at least one flexion 
indentation is formed in the second surface, and a space that includes the fluid extends between 
the indentation and the first surface. 

93. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 80, wherein at least one flexion 
indentation is formed in the second surface, 

94. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 93, wherein the indentation extends from 
a lateral side of the bladder to a medial side of the bladder. 

95. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 93, wherein at least one interior bond 
joins the first surface with the indentation, the at least one interior bond being spaced inward 
from the sidewall, 

96. (Currently Amended) An article of footwear comprising: 

a sole structure incorporating a fluid-filled bladder and a non-foam element secured to the 
bladder, the sole structure having an upper surface and an opposite lower surface, 
the upper surface forming a ridge that defines at least a portion of a lasting 
surfac e, at least a portion of the ridge being an inclined surface formed by the 
non-foam element and located over the bladder: and 

an upper secured directly to the testing inclined surface. 

97. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 96, wherein at least a portion of the 
bladder is secured to the upper. 

98. (Currently Amended) The article of footwear recited in claim 96, wherein the non-foam 
element is a reinforcing structure that extends around at least a portion of the bladderHhe 
reinforcing structure forming thcm dge. 

99. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 98, wherein the upper is secured to both 
the bladder and the reinforcing structure. 
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100. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 99, wherein an adhesive directly bonds 
the bladder and the reinforcing structure to the upper. 

101. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 96, wherein the ridge extends along a 
medial side of the sole structure, along a lateral side of the sole structure, and around a heel 
region of the sole structure. 

102. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 96, wherein the upper surface of the sole 
structure forms a depression, and the ridge extends around the depression. 

103. (Currently Amended) An article of footwear having an upper and a sole structure secured 
to the upper, a portion of the sole structure consisting oft 

a bladder formed of a flexible barrier material that encloses a fluid; 

a reinforcing structure extending around at least a portion of the bladder, the reinforcing 
structure being formed of a semi-rigid material that is bonded to the bladder , the 
material of the reinforcing structure having greater stiffiiess then the barrier 
material: and 

an outsole secured to the bladder. 

104. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 103, wherein the reinforcing structure is 
at least partially recessed into the barrier material, 

105. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 103, wherein the reinforcing structure 
forms a ridge that defines a lasting surface. 

106. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 105, wherein the upper is secured 
directly to the lasting surface. 

107. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 103, wherein at least one flexion 
indentation is formed in a lower surface of the bladder. 
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108. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 107, wherein the indentation extends 
from a lateral side of the bladder to a medial side of the bladder. 

109. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 107, wherein at least one interior bond 
joins an upper surface of the bladder with the indentation to form a space between the upper 
surface and the indentation that includes the fluid. 

110. (New) An article of footwear having an upper and a sole structure secured to the upper, the 
sole structure comprising; 

a bladder formed of a barrier material that encloses a pressurized fluid, the bladder 
having a first surface, an opposite second surface, and a sidewall extending 
between the first surface and the second surface; and 

a reinforcing structure bonded to the bladder, the reinforcing structure including: 

a first portion positioned at an interface of the first surface and the sidewall, the 

first portion extending along a lateral side of the bladder, around a heel region 

* 

of the bladder, and along a medial side of the bladder, 
a second portion spaced from the first portion and positioned at an interface of the 

second surface and the sidewall, the second portion extending along the lateral 

side, around the heel region, and along a medial side of the bladder, and 
a plurality of connecting portions extending along the sidewall and between the 

first portion and the second portion, the connecting portions being recessed 

into sidewall, 

the reinforcing structure being formed of a material with a greater modulus of elasticity than the 
barrier material, and at least one of the connecting portions being in tension when the sole 
component is in an uncompressed state to restrict distension of the sidewall due to an outward 
force induced by the pressurized fluid. 

111. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 1 10, wherein at least one of the connecting 
portions is inclined. 
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1 12. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 1 10, wherein spaces are formed between the 
connecting portions. 

113. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 110, wherein one of the spaces is positioned 
in a rear-lateral region of the sole component, 

114. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 110, wherein the reinforcing structure 
includes vent apertures that release air from between the bladder and the reinforcing structure, 

115. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 110, wherein edges of the reinforcing 
member are beveled 

1 16. (New) An article of footwear having an upper and a sole structure secured to the upper, the 
sole structure comprising: 

a bladder formed of a barrier material that encloses a pressurized fluid; and 
a reinforcing structure at least partially recessed into the barrier material and bonded to 
the barrier material, a portion of the reinforcing structure extending adjacent to at 
least a sidewall of the bladder, the portion of the reinforcing structure being in 
tension when the sole structure is in an uncompressed state due to an outward 
force upon the barrier material induced by the pressurized fluid. 

117. (New) An article of footwear having an upper and a sole structure secured to the upper, the 
sole structure comprising: 

a bladder formed of a barrier material that encloses a fluid; and 

a reinforcing structure at least partially recessed into the barrier material and bonded to 
the barrier material, the reinforcing structure extending adjacent to at least a 
sidewall of the bladder, and the reinforcing structure being formed of a material 
with a greater modulus of elasticity than the barrier material. 

118. (New) An article of footwear having an upper and a sole structure secured to the upper, the 
sole structure comprising: 
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a bladder formed of a barrier material that encloses a fluid; and 

a reinforcing structure at least partially recessed into the barrier material and bonded to 
the barrier material, the reinforcing structure extending adjacent to at least a 
sidewall of the bladder, and the reinforcing structure being formed of a material 
with greater stiffness than the barrier material 
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